with 15% acrylamide/0.4% N,IV'-methylene-bti-acrylamide in the separating gel and 3% acrylamide/0.08% N,N'-methylene-bis-acrylamide in the concentrating gel. All buffers and gels contained 0.1% SDS (99% pure; Sigma).
The precipitated histones were washed in ice-cold 96% ethanol, slightly 
Results

Accessibility ofMithramycin-binding Sites
The temperature dependence of the mithramycin stainability of 70% ethanol-fixed thymocytes is shown in Figure  1 . 
Changes in Absolute Histone Content
The histone content in intact cells and cells fixed in different ways was analyzed by PAGE ofO.5 N H2S04 cell extracts. Figure 4 . Total core histone and total Hi contents were normalized to 100% for the 0#{176}C controls. It appears that neither core histones nor His were lost on fixation at 0#{176}C, since the histone content of0#{176}C-fixed cells was equal to that ofunfixed cells (data not shown). Figure 4 shows that no loss of histones occurred in the temperature region 0-20#{176}C. Core histones were lost predominantly in the region 25-32#{176}C, the loss of the H3/H4 pair (75%) being greater than that of the H2A/H2B pair (54% 
